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Lf. INTRODUCTION 






Pursuant to the direction of November 24, 14975 of the 
Attorney General, a review was undertaken of the Files of the 
Department and the FBI that pertain to Martin Luther King, Jr. 
The purpose of the review was to make a recommendation nas to 








wnetaer tne investigation o : winesination of Pr. Kine s 
SD should be reopened. On December 1, you elaborated on the Ryn 
‘ Attorney General's direction and set as goals for che review RY 
= che answering of two questions: (U) ot ] ge 
2 ™ 
1) What action, if any, was undertaken by fF L 
the FBI which had or may have had an : We 
effect, direct or indirect, on the 5 re i 
assassination of Martin Luther King? (v) | # | + 
2) What action, if any, was undertaken by Li's 
the FBI which hau or may have had any fee fe 
other adverse effect, direct or indirect, sh 4x 
on Martin Luther King?(v) see 
¢ various times you, Mr. Turmer and { participated in the : st abs 
review. I saw nothing in the files that I read that lelicates | ote 
any involvement of the FBI in the assassination of Dr. King. — | eas 
However, there was a campaign by the FRT to Aiserodic and to | ae 
neutralize Dr. Xing and to remove him fron a Lendseseain ole re 
| in the civil rights movement. ‘here are waay examples of tee 
imoroner FBI activity that were diracted azainst pe. UTE Gerke. 
his associates and the Southern Christian Leaders nip Conference - ee 
(SCLC), ae | 3 ities, 
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Il. METMODOLSGY 
The sirst step in our review was to find our the extent 
‘the Puraau's files on Dr. King, his family, associates and 


relevant crganications. We learned chat the relevant files are 
voluninovs. For sori at FBI Headquarters the so-called 
security investigation of Dr. King consists of 94 sections or | 
poluses. comprising 3967 serials (memorenda); files oa SCLC con- 
sist of 105 sections of 2249 serials; files captioned Cormunist 
Influence in Racial Mattexs censist of 162 secticns of 3767 
serials; files captioned Cormunist Faxrty, USA - Negro Question 
consist of 49 sections of 2254 serials; files on the assassina- 
tion investigation cansist of &4 sectinns of 6003 serials; files 





on Mrs, King consist of three sections of 75 serials; files on 
/ Laeleted pareuent to 5 U.S.C. §552(b) (7) (C) - ; 
' .) “There are more files on more Sra associates — 
oF D De. 7 KRIS / 2) at tae ae | a: 


eee 


There are more FBI Files in the various field abttees. 
or example, the Atlanta file of the security investigation of 
: serials; 
Le cf the assassination investigation consisz 
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De. King consists of 80 sections cf 8321 
£ 3 er 120 sec- 
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There are additions! FRE files) net ¢ & above, suck 
as "subriles" = ususiiy newsclips, and “June"™ Files - _aaneh ly 
unsanitized memos regarding micropnone or te 

previa tggeneses i there arte move filles with huwadrads ws “gectic Ons 
im the Department itself which consist primarily or wnat the 
FBI has provided ami which, therefore, are sanitixwed and not as 
informative as the F3I's files. C) 


Prior tc reading any files, we met with thosa meubers 
of the staff of the Church Committee who hac been wozking for 
several months on matters relating to Dx. King. They advised 
us thet they had found nothing to implicate the Bureau ia 
Dr. King's death. As they put it, they hed founc "no smoking 
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c pistol". However they had found evidence of the Bureau’s cam- 
paign against Dr. King and, through public tastinony, have 
already publicized that fact. On Monday, March 22, I react the 
draft of the Comittee! S report dealing with this matter; uw) 
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: IIt. KEY PEOPLE IN THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, FBI 
: AND SCLC ; ee 





Robert F. Kennedy was Attorney General from January aks 






v 1961 to September 3, 1954; Wicholas deB. Katcenbach was either a a 
Acting Attoxney General or Attorney General from September 4, nM va, rd 

1964 to October 2, 1966; Romsey Clark was either Acting Attozney ead 
General or Attorney General from October 3, 1965 to January 20, are 

+} 1969. During this same period, the Deputy Attorneys General .. ays. 
SQ were Supreme Court Justice Byron R. White (January 24, 1961 - Sab 
April 13, 1962), xatzenbach (May 3, 1962 - February 10, 1965), eae er 

* Clark (February 11, 1965 - March 1, 1967), and Warren Christopher Shes 
) (July 24, 1967 - January 20, 1969). The Assistant Attorney eee 
= General for Internal Security was D.C. Court of Appeals Judge J. pees. 
Walter Yeagley. The Assistant Attorneys Generval for Civil Rights Be 

s were Burke Marshall (1961-1964), Jokn Doar (1965-1967) and Stepheu ag a2 46 

: r= J. Pollak (1967-1969) fl . ARS ah chyoals iy 
‘: At’ all relevant times the FBI was headed by J. Edgar | we Ok 
4 ‘ Hoover. The Associate Director was Clyde Tolson. loover and ye 
Tolson ere both dead. The Assistant to the Directeur, raspensi- | eae 

“f~ | —ble for all investigative matters during this perioc, was Alan any: 
‘ge & #4. FRelnonk. . 4 > ‘ ‘ . = : . “ © asl Be TR Sh et it 
s ef ldap sced_ perecene to 5 V5.0. SSSI) os etm 





cd the Bureau had several overeating divi- 


During this peri f 
sions whieh wera headed by an assistant Director end 2 deputy foe 
mailed 2 nembus ona man. Cartha Netoach was assictant directo: oe Re 
in charge of the Crime Records Division. His Number one man was - sb 
R.E. Wick.. DeLoach has retired and has a corporate job. In ne hls 
addition to records work this division handled congressional BRS 
liaison, White House contacts, public information and press re~- a 

| "+ lations. During the Kennedy Aewinistretion the principal con~ {yf 
| tact for the Bureau and the attorney General was Assistant oe: 
| Directcr Courtney Svens (“ ) le 
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this division that were involved are the subversive Control 


that section the Xing case was handled dnitiaily by Willian. pee 


* =(b) (7) (c)4 unit chief who is still with the bureau, (i) oo ay Bae 
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The major operating division on this matter was the 
Domestic Intelligence Divisica headed by Assistant Director | . 
Wiiliam G. Sullivan and number one tian Joseph A. Sizes. . ow hots | 
Sullivan was later fired and Se ee ee Cyl bn 
+ » » [deleted “pursuant to (b)(7)(c))- . . * « Sizoo has re~ Sol 
tired, , me - «» The sections in 
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Section, which focused on individual Security subjects and the 


Internal Security Section which focused on organizations and oe 
certain key individuals. This section, for exemple, handled ay gS 
the Smith Act prosecutions. When the bureau first started its eae” 
coveraze of Dr. King, it was handled in Subversive Control; iit! 
when the investigazion was intensified it was transferred to | PRS 
internal Security/ u} , | nhs Big 
ate 

The Subvers:ive Control Section was headed by James eo¥ 

Bland whose number one man was Paul Cox. Both are now retired, © pis, 
The Internal Security Section was headed by Fred J. Baumgardner, apf 


assisted first by Dick Corman and later by Charles Brennan. 


Baumgardner is retired, *-_+ » [deleted pursuant to (b)(7)(Cc)] . Cee 4 ie 
+ Corman and Brennaw aré Both retited. Within Ruletio K Loh 
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The SCLC was heeded by Dr. King. tis arine2oa2 assoclétes 


im SCLC included Rey. Ralph Abernethy, Congrassman imuraw Toung LES 
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: IV, INVESTIGATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING'S DEATH 
BY THE FHL 





A. Adequacy of the Investigation 


‘My reading cf the assassination investigation leads me 
to conclude that the Bureau's investigation was comprehensive, | 
thorough and professional. Every conceivable lead seems to | 
have been pursued. Great numbers of persons wno were known to 
dislike blacks were checked out as suspects. All Bureau field 
offices were put on alert to participate in the investigation 
and each SAC was held personally responsible for seeing that 
leads in his area were run down. I have talked with three 
attorneys who, at various times, had responsibility for moni- 
toring the investigation and all are satisfied that the FBI 
had nothing to de with Martin Luther King's assassination. () 


B. Indications of Bureau Involvement in the 
Assassination 


There are none with the exception of the COINTELPRO 
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| a 
rs 


Yotel where he was shot. That has been investigated previousi 
end its purpose is subject to a different interpretetien, dis- 
cusscd 
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Evidence exists that the FBI was not involved in Kin 
assassination. On April 2, 1558 Attorney Generai Ramsey CL 
turned down an FBI request to tape the telephones of SCLC in 
AtLante and Washington to learn about plans for the Poor 
People's Campaign. This request indicates that the FSI expected 
no.change in SCLC's (and King's) plans, The attempt to dis- 
eredit King by planting an embarrassing story in the Memphis 
papers indicates 4 continuation of the Bureau's campaiga against 
King. Logie suggests that the last thing J. Edgar Hoover wanted 
was to make King a martyr, thereby enhancing his Image. This 
runs counter te years of effort by the FBI to discredit and 
neutralise Xing. Finally, the investigation was so massive and 
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. intense that FBI involvement was likely to be discoverec, un~ 
' less one believes that virrualliy the entir2 Bureau was corrupted ~ 
which I do not. £_): | 


Fi inally, even to the present time we investigate ellegs- bea 
tlonms that persons other than James Earl Rav may have assassinated Be 
King. None of these recent investigations have uncovered any | Sie ds 
facte ween indicate that someone other than Ray was ~ Me 
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V. FRI's CAMPATCN TO DISCREDIT OR NEUTYRALIZE 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. a 





I wiil set out in a chronological narrative the FRI's 
interest in, and investigation of, Dr. King. It began es a 
security imvescigation to determine wherher he was a communist 
and the extent of conzaunist intluence on him. It was corrupted 
internally by the FBI and largely became an effort to find out 
facts embarrassing to King thet-mignt be used to remove-t 
from a leadership role the civil rights movement. The 
attuched Report Exhibit should be read in conjunction with this 
narrative as an ald in recognizing peaks and valleys in the 
Bureau's campaign against Dr. King. (e) 
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In February 1961 King wrote an article in the Nation 
. regarding the dearth of blacic federal agents, including FI 
. agents. The thrust of the arcicle appears to have been an 
appeal to President Kennedy to issue an Executive Order inte- 
grating federzl law enforcement agencies. in Movember Atlante yeh. 
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Hoover also sent a memo to the SACs in Atlanta and New . Py 

York on February 27, 1962. it instructed them to review their ae 
files and to prepare a report suitable for dissemination which . eres 
perk 
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should include ail information of a securi 
compiete background data, on King. Wo cpen investigation was 

to Se conducted and ail inquiries were Eo che limited co esta- 
blisned sources. ‘YJhe review was ordered, According to Hoover 5 rege 
because of widespread use of King's name by communist front ' ses 
groups and beciuse of King's constant association with Com- ay 
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. "Im April, the Atlanta office of the F3i submitted a 
37 page monograph on Dr. King which included a statement that 
informetion obtained during a three year period ending ix 
September 1961 indicated no communist infiuence on King of | 
SCLC. On May 10, FBI Headquarters advised the SAC in Atlanta ee 
that his seaslustion yas not consistent with facts mentioned “fete 
elsewhere in the moenegraph and instructed him te delete that “yh 
conclusion from the monograph. The next day, Hoover placed | 
King in Section A of the Reserve Index, labeled Communist. (C ) Rett 3 
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lie. reportedly stated, "No matter what a man was, 4 if he could 
stand up now and say he is net connected, then as far as I 





am conc arned, he is eligible to work for me." In October as 
1962, articles appeared in the Augusta, Geox ‘gia Chronicle, oh 
ne St Louis Globe Democrat and other papers exposing ; a 
FEC « Been nese | SCLC connections. ‘The Bureau advjecs that SERS 
the article was the result of a COINTELPRO activity~ The recom- Patan 
mended action was to send public source — ion to friendly Mea 


media in these southern states ties that ing ~ 
had announced would be targets of efforts at integration. ()0 od 
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‘Iu July Attorney General Kennedy received 4 =r 
tre Disecter sesorting a raquest from Senator Monra ~— f 
for information conceraing vacial agitation and cou $ 
fivence in recial matters. (Senator Magnuson (D-we oh made 
a similar inquiry a few days later). The Senator's request was 
apparently promoted by testimony by Gov. Ross Rarnett of Missis- 
sippi against an administration public acccmmodations bill. 
Barnett had raised the question of communist influence. Two 
‘days later Gov. Wallace of Alabena testified in similar fashion. 
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The Director's memo to the Attorney General stated that tue but lve Argo 
Coumunist Party was not abie “to assume a leadechip cole in in dad 
raciel unrest at that time but noped to ox toit the situation 
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On July 16, 1963, Attorney General Kennedy apperently Sour Ce, 
initiated a discussion with his FBL pean Courtney Evans, 
concerning the feasibility of clectronic surveillance on 
Dz. King Lecause of possibile coimunist influence on King. ; o Bess 
Evans discsuraged the Attorney General, WEL SAtng the © isle of Bene 
public disclosure against the difficulty of electronically Way 
suxveilling King who moved about the country so much but wis 4 
stating that a feasibiti. ty study could be done. After tne BR 
Atlanta office reported that electronic surveillance was Esio So . 
feasible and secure, the Bureeu prepared the necessary ah ser 
authorization papers for a tesur on King's resident or at lhe 
any future address to which he may move, and for a cesur on Wye: Se: 
SCLC or any future address to which it may move, and sent Bee 
them to the Attorney General on July 23. On July 25, the. me 
Attorney Generali declined, believing it to be iit advised. yt. ks 





On July 17, 1963, ‘President Kennedy answered a ques- . as 
tion at a press conference to the effect thar there was no ) ie 
evidence that civil rights dewonstrations were communist | Atte 
inspired. It was in this same month that the FBI opened 
an imvestigative file cailed RTS Influence in facial "eee 
Metters", On July 18, the Director sent a momo te ail SANs } oe 
fastructicg tren to be atext to ony infscaation concerming _ aa ; age 
such influence. The Attorney General ssid in Suty thst the k ita § 
FBI had no evidence that any civil rights leaders were con-: RF i ee 
trolled by Conmunists. Letters similar in tore were sent to 
Senators Magauson and Monroney on July 23. On Juiy 29 
Hoover sent the Attormey General an 1& page semorencien ecap~ 
tioned: "Martin Luther King: Affiliation with the Comumist 
Movement". [ < deleted pursuant to (b) (1)......CLASSIFIED: TOP SECRET 
Mice de ROseCwerioseess: She RBtomey General was upset, ag 
particularly in view of his recent punk ic statements. tie ae 
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believed that cortaia oeople would feel he was protecting Ying. PE, 
He seme the meno back to the FBL demandins documentation oz the 
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sation petween ()O)C) and Gerdon Hasttell of the ACIN that tha 
Attormcy General or Edward &. Merrow, then head cf the USIA, 


might give Kins .n sumrd on bohal? sf chs ACLU. In an effort et 
cG prayenk Che presentation, Murrow was sent a SECVST Letcher ae 
acuvisiag him that Haskell had been eliccted cheicman of che aie: 
Independent Seclalist Leasue about sin years previrusiy, 7 UW Rats 
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It was also in Augusc 1963 that the Domestic Intelli- Sie 

gence Division of the FBI, headed by Williem Sullivan prepared eas 
a memorandum analyzing the cornunist party's efforts to expioit eae 
Negroes, The meretandum concluded that the ettort was Largely Leow 
unsuccassful tut should be closely watched. It stated that tha ape 
Cormeniste Party regarded King as the must Likely vehicle through Bethe 
which it could achieve its goals. It contained no new jnforma- 0%: 
tion about King and did not conclude that he was a communist ( )} Pik ty 
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Hoover rejected the memo with 2 sarcastic reminder that the 
Same FLI personnel had once said the same thine about Castro. 
Sullivan apologized saying the Director was right aad he and 
otners were wrong. Sullivan called King the most dengerous 
Negro in the country from the standpoint of cormunism, the 
fegro and national security. The memo disclosed that five 
people were working full time at Headquarters on the Negro- 

‘ communist influence” question./ti) . ‘ cs 
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‘In September the substance of more overheard conversa- 
Stions were reported to the Attorney General, It appears that 


oat this time King had stopped talking directly with CHG) 


=> - because of the pressure from tlie Kennedy administraticn, 


& a ~ However, indicaticns are that Kinz communicated with (pads) 

= ys +++ Cee) «who had now become counsel to King. . Indeed, 
22> Ring asked ..a cance this time if his "friend", ...€yc¢v>(ey.-. 
oe. uy understood why King had not called him. King said he wanted 
S yo Sto wait until the civil rights debate was over. The Attorney 
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General was advised that ()(D) was overheard talking with King, 
LE] and [dwdcJabout various matters including the Birming- 
ham bombing, a replacement for Q)(7€), making money from a 

record oxX King's sneeches and a forthcoming kosk of 
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- In Santewber Bureau Headquerters instructed its Field 
, effices in Atlanta anc New York to do a feasibility study on 
Wo ccchnical surveillance om Kimg and SCLC in both cities, citing 
es their justification not only alleged conmunist inZinence 


- [ deleted pursuant to (b)(7)(C)..2...] On September 16, 

. Suilivan propused increased coverage of the Communist Party's 
efforts to influence Negroes. Hoover rejected the proposal 
sarcastically seying that it would be a. wuste of resources in 
viewy of the earlier memo of Sullivan's Division. On September 
25, Sullivan apologized again and renewed his pruposal for 


-inmtensified coverage. Hoover approved the proposal on October 
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C On October 10, 1963 Attorney General Kennedy approved e Fi eit 
the rermuest on a trial basis (he also approved a tesur on SCLC butt 
jn Mew York City at the same time; on Octoter 21, he approved eel 
om2 om SCLC in Atlanta) saying to contirwe it if productive 
results and asking to.be advised 1f pertinent information de- 
velonved on communist connections. Attorney General Kennedy 
had expressed concern about a tap on King's hone rrom a secu- 
rity standpoint. He teld Evans, "the last thing we could 
afford to have would be a discovery of a wiretap on King's 
residence". After receiving Evans' assurance of security, 
Kennedy said that he recognized the importance of covexage if 
substantial information was to be developed abowt the relation~ 
shin bstween King and the Communist Party. Although tha file ! 
,getlests the coverage was to be evalueted after 3U days tecause nay 
of Xenvedy's uncertainty about. it, there is no record that ths 
“arene aver went back te the Attorney General for woproval or 
that Nennedy inauired akcut the res sults, However bis brother ° 
was assassinated soon after the 39 day evaluation was con- i 
plated. The evaluation was internal and it resviced in = OC 
Gay extension, Largely because of info~mation obtrines thet 
had noth ing to do with communist influence, for example, — Ui wor 













[deleted- (b)(7)(C)...]SCLC finances and Ring" s travel pears Ch) sanlh i 
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Bureau records indicate that seven wiretaps and sixte ows a hi 

microphones were used against King or SCLC over a2 two year | ey Hips 

| period “) | : | \ ae 
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Wiretap Surveillance of Dr. King and the SCLC 





eee ee 


King's home 11/8/63 4/30/85 
New York City apartment 8/14/64 _ 9/8/64 

Hyatt House, Los Angeles 4/24/64. «4/26/64 
Hyatt House, Los Angeles 7/7/64 7/9784 

Claridge Hotel, | a 

Atlantic City —s- 8/22/64 8/27/64 
SCLC, Atlanta | 11/8/63 6/21/66 
SCLC, New York 10/24/63 1/24/64 

. 7/31/64. 7/31/64 i , 


* 


Micro hene Surveillance of Dr, 





Location Installed 
Willard Hotel, Washington, D.C. 7, e LESIC4 
‘Shroeder Hotel, Milwaukee -.* 1/27/64 
«Hilton Hawaiian Village, Honolulu 2/18/64 

‘ Ambasseder Hotel, Los Angeles ., 2/20/54 . 
Hvatt House, Los Angeles » + 2422764 
Statler Hotel, Detroit - '* + 3/19/64 
Senator Motel, Sacramento ie 4/22/€4 
Hyatt House Motel, Los Angeles 1/7/84 
Monger Hotel, Savannah os GI26/54 
Fark Sheraton, New York - ae JBI ES 

. Americana Hotel, New York a  EEREPCS 
Park Sheraton, New York “aeck’ 93/29/65 
Sheraton Atlantic, New York -., (5/12/65 
Astor Hotel, New York 10/14/65 
New York Hilton, New York 10/28/65 - 
Americar2z Hotel, New York 11/29/65 fo) 


ay 


Kine: Jan. 64-Nov. 65 | 
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In October the Attozrney G neral was advised that Kans 
and COKIKE § uzxain discussed a rep eaieenite for G))Cec) and that 
GOK) said he would discuss it with King's "friend", Kemnedy 
was also advised that King had received a telegram from a sey. 


Russian poct. ie 

Bas! 5 

Pee 

In October the Bureau sent to various government offi- eth 

clals a monograph captioned: Communism and the Negre Mcvement =< aon 

a Current Analysis. It concerned King primarily and contained 2 ee, 
unfsvorable references to him, including personal conduct un- fet hes 

related to any association with the Cormunist Party. ‘The ue: 

curcau knew it woud upset the Attorney General. It did. Hea ne 

orcered all copics recovered. They Were/w) Heel 

SN ee 
ts In November the Bureau had the tesurs in plece at King's fae Bt 

> < home and at SCLC Headauarters and they berzan to cverhear Kinz beret te 
SS talkins Lecewtanss aan weeds ssxinacisenarecas cto RIN 
3 Ms and recounting past meetings. ‘They alse overheard conversations i fhe 
=~ between King and (6x)® about a =oeeeonsns book and a meeting go) 
= in New Yoric with -..CbC7XO--.. (photographs were taken Ho} " 
§\ ~ showing King, --.@)Q)@):-:+ +> together 3 in New York} and about iat 
| = a fund raising party for King. / CLASSIFIED: SECRET....a.ee00.. Ae. 
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Returning to December 1963 the Burenu ieacead throush oh i 
one of the taps that King was going to meet with President 
Joimson., loover approved sending to the White House the mono- 

Raph abdouc King ‘that had been redial disseminated but re- Nase boa 
csiled by Attorney General Koanedy. Hoover did not advise the 

Aztomey Coeneral of his intention. In fact, for some time . 
after President Kennedy's assassination, Hoover ccomunicatad - 
directly with the White House and did not always inform the 3 mete 
A"tomey General of what ke was doing (1) : . 7 ME 
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Also in December, presumabiy sensing an opportunity 
: because of a new President to become more aggressive in their 
effort te discredit King, the Bureau had a one day conference 
at ‘Headquarters to explore the communist influence in racial 


matters end to “discuss avenues of approzch to exposing King's es: 
unholy alliance with the CPUSA". A 21 item working paper was Gans 
prepared in advance cf the meeting. Sullivan characterized Wut, rah 
King as a "dupe of the communists but also a man of low chaxr- - iba 
acter". Sulliven prepared a memorandum for his superiors re- © 2 fi 
porting the results of the December 23 meeting. The meeting » Beye 
was attended by two agents from Atlanta, Sullivan and four | Baas 
other men From Headquarters. Sullivan reported that the meet-~_ ay 
img pointed up the need for further information on six points. baba 
Four dealt with SCLC, its money and its personnel. The ether pe 
two dealt specifically with King and his personal life. Sullivan ES 
stated, "We will, at the proper time when it can be done with~ mses 
out embarassment to the Bureau, expose King as an immoral Bn 
opportunist who is not a sincere person but is exploiting the BE 
racial situation for personal gain... [We] will expose King RES 
for the clerical fraud and Marxist he is at the first oppor- BS SK 
tunity". It was agreed. to continue the security. investigation Yah 


.o£ King for ninety days and to give the case priority attention /u) es 


D ° 19 64 . > a Say os : . i ae 4 “s 4 9 i 3 . mt Mire La xe 
. ~ * . : h . - e se ee E 3 
In January 1964 King was named “Man of the Year by Time Mae 


Magazine. Oa a UPL press rlease annourticing the selection, } § 
Hoover wrote: "They had to dig deep in the garbage to com? ip - yy 
with this one™,. On January 8, 1964 a memo was prepared by Y i 


: " 4 

Sullivan recommending getting King off of his pedestal and re- oh 
placing him with another of the Bureau's choosing. The idea -. aa 
was endorsed by Hoover. Headquarters toid its Atlanta office ei 
to start sending daily memos about King. In a follow up to = ete 
the December 23, 1963 meeting the Bureau began 2. review of F 
the tax returns for the previevs 5 years of King, SCLC and the AE 
Gandhi Society; the Director instructed Atlanta to seek inior- er 
mation of adverse views of King or SCLC from within the Negro ae 
movement, stating these would be good four counterintelligence;(u) fe 
8 st 
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the Director instructed New York to stay alert for tax evasion 
information on King or his erganizations and to provide inxormna- 
tion of eny effort to utilize the media to enhance King's image. 
byiously, these instructions pertained to information chat 


wight be obtained through tesurs and misurs (4) Still no martin firs bs... ‘ 








The first microphone surveillances of King occurred in 
January 1964 at the Willard Hotel, An eight page summary of 
the tape was prepared and delivered to Walter Jenkins of the 


White House staff. [“deleted pursuant to (b)(7)(C)E7.... ee ON Mice, 
5b ROOK & OWE HOSE HESOSS SCO AC eee se eCeseeRcereoece | OWEN TORSCES es 
a recomicndation time the Attornsy General get a copy. Sullivan ed 
pointed cvt that Kennedy misht reprimand Kiag, thereby fore- Pees 
closing the possibility of developing similar information. , Pent 
Sullivan said it was important to have such information in order RM 
to completely discredit King as a leader of the Negro people, . Fes 


In briefing Jenlzins,. Cartha DeLoach acimowledged thas the Direc~ 
for wanted addirional informaticn prior to discussing it with Ny 
certain friends-meaning, -among others, the media.( } = tae iy sul 

On January 27, 1964 Sullivan approved another misur at dow : of 
a Milweukee hetel. ‘The recommending memo pointed out that be- ¥ gh 
couse polies would be nearby, | deleted pursuant to (b) (7) (C) _ 
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The Attomey General was advised that King wet in Rew a‘ 
Ve vis witt ... GC and others in January. Aiso in Januas"> . A 
‘ -™ 9 che "ee stee . - ai? oe i a. 
[(b) (7) (Gs overheard caliing King a "sucker", “ignorant’, . 
Ninexserienced’, a "bad writer" and "without business sense Cn Ne 
* 2 | 5 . ‘s 
a 
On Januery 17, 1964 Headquarters approved Giscontinuance bg 


aa! = 
of the coverage at SCLC in New York because of the office s 
inactivity. Coverage was to be reconsidered if the office ben 
cane active. Hoover testified before the House Appropriaticns 
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Comittee in January an: made sotie off-the-record remarks about 
Ring and che conuunist Influence in the racial movement, waich 
caused a public furor when they were discussed in a Josaph Alsop 
tlewspaper column in April.(u) 
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On February 12, 19€+ the Director in 2 mems to the Atlanta. es 
office, roferred to a conversation in which[ deleted’ pursuant RE 
CO (D) C7 (Che vsrcsvecassvecescecesccvesesccccccecseesssevc] . Hoover == nit’ 
tnstructdd Atlanta to be alert to [-(b)(7)(C)...i]for counter- oar: 
intelliveace purposes. He indicated he wanted to capitaiica cr vats 
it and welcomed suggestions as to how it could be done. (a) | ce 
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On February 13. 1964, Assistant Attorney General Guriss “hes 
Marshall sent files to the White House concerning King,|[(b)(7)(C)] is 


Ae 
B41 ea 


. 

we 

. . 

— + Sime - PP 6 Se ~~” . ote , 
weet bes a Lt gener cee tne a ae ee = a 4 
‘ . ‘ ; ° 
’ * ‘ . as . i 
, ® * & ; . 


ir Darvin’ sie > ed ' : eee 3 ea 


te 
they # ~3% , ° ‘ 2 J t ‘ ’ te 
” J “aben rie & —* . Paap o> , van Ss L. . rs a pee 
re ate Siltense> aney whee * a Vy leat ie Ri ays, Het reas Ae ovae ’ inne 
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| ie itie f 
toe INCL ASSIF od hie i Ste 8 
- eed) (7) (C),.- he made” parete reference to a September 1963 
memo he sent to the Director concerning his, Marshall's, con- 
versation| with King in which he provided Kine with enecific 
information ehout[...(b)(7)(C).....]. Marshali. wanted President 
Johnson to iknow of King's background. He did not know thet 






the Bureau had been providing the White House with such infor- Z ie ok 
mation, DeLoach sent Hoover a memorandun about Marshall's Q tae 
letter and a meeting DeLoach had with Bill Moyers and Walter TEs. 
Jenkins about the letter. We reported that the White House ° . ie 
mistrusted Attorney General Kennedy's motives in providing the "Rae 
files. Personal marginalia written on the memo by Koover in- Sa ns 
dicates his dislike of Marshall and Deputy Attorney Ceneral gee 
Katzenbach. (WY) | | : sores, ‘ 

in) vesponse to information about a rumored pict to ae 
assassinate King, Headquarters sent Atlanta a memo.on the ov, AG ses 
eighteenth stating that the Bureau was to be advised promptly = 2 et 
of information concerning violence to be directed against King, hilo 
Finally in February the Director advised the New York and en 
Atianta offices to gather all previous references to King's Ve RRP 
forthcoming book and put them in one memorandum so that the ED Raat 2 
Bureasi could take some action in counterintelligence or other- “ee 
wace "to discredit King ur otherwise neutralize his effective. gee 
mess because cf communist influence on hin." Lt “<a ne een 


King met on Februsry 29 with [...(b)(7)(C)....] in Mew 
York City ( ) . a 


me ». When King went to Hawaii in February,, agents from San Mie 
“ - Francisco were sent toe the island to instail microphones in Ae s 
his hotel, Sullivan justified the installation as an attempt ae ae 
to ebtain |facts about King [..(b)(7)(C). bo that .... might be sche 
used against him. (i) 7. ' patie 
ard ds Cee om ; 
In March 1964, conversations continued to be intercepted © a Goue 
and reported, Also in March King was epproached by tye people Sh 
in gevernment: one was an invitation from Sargent Shriver to se igs 
consult on a poverty study being done by GEO; the other was a a 
| or 


| «> * ; ; 
dep Fj 
BE 
ya ’ wy WN ah 
POE AO a he, rie IRE 
. eS ; ‘ to oy 
AY dv, 
wes 
| 
j 
{ 


. : : = . . ‘ 5° 
: bon t “sy Ss agtnihe tape ut ah a a ey ys ae OIE ; . 4 “ Seg ; ‘ ; +: " ana 4 
PEMD as 2 ease ee nebo, Synge Sea i etartads ip RET CS” Mh eadigsoet 4 ae Se Stage Mbeya camyah ApS OAS Hs et See 


= 26 « 








AGLASSIFIED 


discussion with a member of the State Department (friend of 
a the Kenrjledy's) about King's participating in a civil rizhts 


memyrial for President Kennedy. Among the comments on the 
ureau memo about these contacts were that it was sheckiug, 
in view pf Attommey General and White House knowledge of King's 
Communist Party cormections, that is was disturbing, particu- 
larly because King was "...an individual so fraught with evil. 1 ) 
De March 4, it was recommended to Sullivan end approved 
by Hoover that the Attorney General be given the results of 
the Willard Hotel misur and more recent misurs in Hawaii and 
Los Angeles, Evans.was to tell the Attorney General that King 
Shouldn't be told of the information. He was provided the 
information now because Berl Bernhard was scheduled to inter- 
'wiew King in connection with a possible memorial ts President 
Kennedy and it was thought that the Attorney General might 
cancel the interview. The White House was also provided with 
‘the more) recent information. /uy) | 





| On March 9, 1964 (6)(7)Cc) met with King in Atlanta. In 
March, the Bureau proposed and carried out several significant - . 

esctions against King. They installed a misur on Sullivan's 

' authorization. in a Detroit hotel where King was. stayins. After 
| . Sesraing| thet Marquette University was going to -svard Vine en 
honoraty|cepree, Hoover approved having the SAC in Milwaukee 
Sive the chancelicr of the University a monograph about King 
that cited kis communist party connections and referred te his 
being a moral degenerate. Marquette had previously honored 
Roover and the bureau memo thac recommended this action thouchr 
it was "shocking" that the University would also honor King /¢, ) 


 CepCI)Cc> --- +», whom King was considering adding to his 

staff, attended a party in New York at the Soviet Mission. As 

a counterintelligence activity, the FBI provided the New York 

Daily News with this information for a news article which was 
published. The Director turned dow a2 request cf Representa- 

| _ tive Smith of Virginia for information about ...Cbx7xCO.---. 
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In| April 1904, DeLoach briefed Senator Saltonstall (Mass.) 
and Soxingtield Coliege Sresident Glenn Olds (now President 
of xXent State University) about King in an unsuecessiul effort 
to prevent the awarding of an honorary degree. Also in April 
Joseph Alsoo published the articis concerning King, coimmmist 
connections, and Hoover's January testimony concerning commmnist 
dufluence| on racial matters. King responded by criticizing the 
Burvau's concern with communism and not with racial problems«q | 
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strike in D.C. and die unless the Civil Rights Bill was passed. 
Attorney General Kennedy was advised that King had refused to 
debate Malcolm X. King confused the Director when, for unknown 
reasons, he had his secretary advise the FEI he was going to 
give a epeech in the Philadelphia area, Apparently this was 
the first: time King had told the Bureau of his plans and the 
Divector wanted to know why. In later months_and years, King 
usually told the Bureau of-his travel piaus (t) 


On April 23, 1964 Sullivan authorized a misur on King 
in Los Angeles and one in Sacramento. Also in Avrii Hoover 
anpreved permitting the State Department's Bureau of Intclli- 
gence anc. Research to read the “recalled” monograph about Kinz. 

| The Write House and Attorney General were told that Kinz, in 
| 
| 


a near intoxicated state, said he was going to go on a hunger 3 eae 
3 Wag tai 
= 








The pace of Bureau activity concerning King then seems “i 

to have slackened for a few months. In fact, in Hay 1964 ie ah 

sthe Atlance office was told to leave personal material avout | Cane 

gine eniy in intra-Bureau communications and not in anything ote 
thet migzut be disseminated, However, tne New York office was ta 
Gireetzd to canvass New York banks to find any accounts of |" 

King. An updated profile of King was preparec in May aad sexvee 

23 the justification for keeping King in Section 4 or tha Reserre : 
Iucex because of "subject's position as President of SCLU anc a 

he continues te be controlled by Communists." The summary sof en - 

pthe procile originally contained a statement that King "... Braeee 

( Zam. COM A Cp {hus be (6X2 ? | mike 
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In May 1964 King repeated an earlier criticism of the a, ie, 

FBI's concern with communist inflvence on him end the racial agent 
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movetient by saying that the Bureau should te more concerned with 
such things as bombings against black people. Also in May, the 
Director congratulated the Atlanta office for some investigative 
worl that appeared to indicate[(b)(7) (Add prepared a letter for 
King in February. Headquarters considered this a most important 
development which showed continuing ties between (b) (7)Cand King. 
On May 18, Headquarters told New York to update their information 
on O*Dell./u) . 





In June 1964, a New York attorney, Harry Wachtel, sees lr. 
to have become an advisor to King. In the White House, Lee eh a Mee 
White, iater to become Chairman of the Federai Power Commission, ey 

had become the liaison with King and civil rights groups. When ; ere 
his neme appeared, Hoover asked, "What do we know about Lee pighe', 
White?" He was provided with background informatien that sane a Bees 
day. On June 3 and 4, 1964 the White House and the Attcrney ere 
General respectively were given double or tripel hearsay infor- Teed 
mation about [.....(b) (7) (C) ec cccccccvcvcccveccssccccvcccsccscces RE 
 pecsseseseee] On June 6, Heddquarters Sent another memo to |= .°% “h 
yarious fisla offices reminding them to be "...extremaly alert aaa 
to any and all information aveilable bearing upon the matter TT ate 
of [seeeeee(b) (7) (C).--e-++++) We should be alert to any situa- ERS 
tion which might merit exploitation by the Bureac at the proper ii 
time..." Stenificantly, however, on the eleventh, Headquarters pd 
sent 2 memo to field offices in Jacksonville (St. Augustine a iy 
was the seene of civii rights demonstrations at that time), x of 
Atlanta ene New York emphasizing the necessity of advising ioc2l a 
police cfficiais, military and secret service personnel whenever 


“he Bureau reseived information concerning a threat to King‘s 
life. The memo indicated it would be embarassing to the Bureau 


if there were claims of inaction or delay concerning such threaten) ables 
| ' ; . - 2 Rea 

On June 12, 1964 Sullivan prepared a memo for Alan Belmont, Ra 
telling of Sullivan's meeting with a Dr. Espy, the General Secre- oe 
avy of the National Council of Churches of Christ. Dx. Espy | ape 
wanted to know of King's communist ties. Suliivan tole hin ot Phe 
thet and of King's personal life. In the memo, Sullivan wrote, | bo 
Wy think that we have sowed an idea here which may do some good."(,) 0 2%. 
» We see! 
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In July, an internal Bureay meme justified the contin- 
uance of tesurs previously authorized on King. On July 17, 


the White House (Jonkias), et Noover's direction, was given a 7 4 
descriptive summary of [....6(D)(7)(C)ecccccceccescceseccess e.* 

shamans The Attorney General was not #"t) as te ee we LD — RRS, 
In mid-July King was to appear in Greenwood, Mississippi ey 
shortly after it was learned that.three civil rights workers ERS 
were wissing in the Philadelphia, Mississippi area. Hoover did Se 
not want to afford protection to Dr. King and he spoke separately te dts 
with the President and the Attorney General. The President Bist 
finaily told Hoover he wanted the FEL to be with King and to ast. g 
: make a statement that they would investigate violations of federal et 
s, law in that regard (Ww | iB + Ae 
On July 23, while listening to King's telephone, the an 
Bureau heard of a report of plans to kill King. The rumor was aye! 
checked with negative results. The Bureau wes provided with a ~ - eed) 
report of checks drawn in June from King's New York bank account. = His 
The Bureau priefed Congressman Pucinski of Illinois of some of aa ARR 
King's background. And on July 29, 1964 King was overnreard | aa 
scelling [..(b)(7)(C)..] he did not think he should speak in Hwtica eat 
(or Bedford - Stuyvesant (wnere there had been racial rioting) } » hisid 
beccuse the ",..communists groups would do everything tuey cod a, 
to dis ) c 8 : 


erediz me". (Ww) 


In August and September 1964, Hoover approved propesais oe 
to have an ASAC in Mew York try to get Cardinal Spelinuan to ote des 
prevent the Pope from granting an audience to King, to have ht 
DeLoach go to Zormer Eisenhower Press Secretary James Hagerty | 
to prevent ABS from doing a television biograph of King, and 
to heve DeLoach go to the Chairman of the Board of Curtis as 
Publishing Company which published the Saturday Evening Fost to bol 

é 
¥ 


prevent the publishing of an article by King in the magazine. a fi 
According to Burezu memes, although the Cardinal was Neratified tee 
that the Directcr thought enough of him" to convey the informa- a 
tion, the cudierce was granted. Hoover wrote, “Astounding” on _ Be 
two news articles which reported the audience. © a third, he Tet 
wrote "I am amazed that the Pope gave an audience tc such a er 
degenerate, {' u] oe; 
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Attormey General Kennedy resigned in September and he 
gave Courtney Evans the material about King's hotel activiti2s 


provided him on two earliezs occasions by the FBI. 


rot went the material in Department cf Justice files ard he 
_yecoumendea that the FBI destroy it. Hoover refused to co so 
and directed that it be retained in & secure location.(Q } 
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When King was overheard telling (now Congressman) Walter es 
Fauntroy he was not sure he would attend a "get out the vote": » Bires 
meeting of clergymen in New York bacause of Cardinal Spelluan's we ro 
conservatism, Hoover wrote, "Have (SAC) Malone alert the Cardinal. “@ eae 
ste " 

In October 1964, James Bland of the FBI reconmended that renee 

the Eases: be kept om King! s home. On October il, two more in- | tees 
ternal Rureou memes defined the procedure to follow when th an aes 
FBI was notified abcut threats on King's Life. The aa was ON Ge ae 
to notify the Atlanta police and appropriate local police,-as -- --- iit 
well as federal agencies. The FBI would not notify King, leayv~ Ble 
ing that to local police. Headquarters instructed Chicago to = Sa Fs 
check on a possible account of King's at a Chicago bank. a . Baa 
days later, Chicago recomnended against the attempt aeoee se they’ ... shea 
hed no established sources in this "Negro bark in 2 Nezre ae RN: 
borheod,' Hoover wrete, “Shameful! on twa news: inias: one ea 
announcing King winning the Nobel Peace Prize and one, an edi= « .  ~ kee, 
torial, praising King and the civil rights movement (A J é yah A 
The Bi stepped up its campaign against King during the ae 

mesh chres months in orobable reaction to his getting ins Nobel ee 
Bsiscc. Sy this time Nichclas dcB. Katcenboch was’ esting Atte: >: fox 
ney General, On the third of November, Hoover advised the White bare 
House and the Acting Attorney General of King's forthcoming’ . ons ie 
saturday Evening Post article but he said nothing about his ees 
attempt to prevent its publication. On November 5, a telephone is 
. conversation between O@XNM@.and King was overheard by the FBI.. he’ “Ste 
In the conversation, (b)(7)(C)jwas referred to by both men as Al 
-o(b)(7)(C)..... ++ pointed out that (b)(7) (Chad abided by Sos 
earlier decisions but now they were not in the same sitautior Bois 


as they were with the Kennedy Administration ane that the Civil © #)' #7 
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Rights Act had been passed. He said that _@@Ce) wanted t9 
meet with King. King said that the matter could be discussed 
in a fortheoming meeting in New York and that, "after the 
clection, it would be a new situation". The Whice House and 
Acting Attorney Ganeral were advised of this information. /,) 
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| ‘On Gaeeniar 12 infomation was ia to : the | (b) (7) (C)) 
a:+../in the hope that the paper would expose King's possible 


and and prospective [vv eessieteseeeeseseress (DV) (C)ereeereree ch 
ss seeeutasceneel (u) 


‘he State ate oe asked for security in nformati on about. 
Wing because cf the Oslo trip. On Nevember 13, in. a mesmo to 





tre Deruty hesistant € acretary of State for Security, HRA Pure 
| diss bent eG ty [.00(b) (7) (C)izee] He was eail ee 
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ween er eeeeecccececeetsessscccesecee] _” Afseon - tne i3th, tie . 
Legat ia Toma was cole to advise the U.S. Ambassadors to - 
Mnglend and Nerway of King's backgreund in an effort to fore~ . 
stall enbaasy receptions for King. (a) | 





On comes 16, 1964, a memo was seegeeed:s which pulled 
together recent Sa€arention indicating "further evidences of 
the influences in hizh places which Martin Luther Xing, Jr., 
and his associates are able to wield." On the 18th, Hoover 
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met with a delegation of several women rerorters. 









ore —-— ~~ oe 
‘oN e” ~ j 
» ‘ “e 
. 4 
4 , . 


Oa the record, 





* he called King "a notorious liar". Heoveor's remark caused a 
sensation. Off the record, Hoover said of King: "He is cne of 

the lowest characters in the country''’,. Later one of these re- | 
porters apparently asked to cover a proposed meeting between - 9 as 
Hoover and King. Hoover wrote on the memo reporting the request, =. hs, 
_"T have no appointment with King and I do not intend to make Rave 
one" (u) a RENE 
On November 19, 1964, Frederick J. Baumgardner sent a oe 
memo to Sullivan reporting a discussion between Wachtel and Weer 
Rustin as to how to respond to Hoover's "liar" statement. The aes 
memo indicated that an investigation was being conducted to | Ne. ¢ 
determine Wachtel's connection with the communist movement... In .. . .. fs, 
a rather lengthy observation, Baumgardner wrote? (yy te Bees 
ws de 
| . | ee 
-"The significant thing involved here | ; Reet 
is not that these individuals have 3 pee 
jumped quickly to King's defense, eee 
but rather that they are seizing the a 
opportunity, in Line with a long-held” a oan 
communist objective, to launch a. Bae 
... Campaign to oust the Director as head. Rae 
Of the FBL (| TR ange | Rig 

- s © the ag 
The important thing at this nee 
point is to follow this matter ; ie 

closely to determine the degree Raa 
to which King foliows their Bie 
_. . . advice in regard to issuing the = ft es 
‘sss statement prepared by Wachtel mss dete 
for we will then have further se reed Wee 
evidence of the extent to which a 3 ee 

king is heing used by communist ote 
symapthizers in support of con- aps 
munish objectives.) ies 
; e . ncaa eC 
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King sent Hoover a telegram responding to the Directuc';, 
calling him a "notorious idar", On November 20, it was reco.a- 
mended that Hoover ignere it. Hoover wrote: "OK. Buc I can't 
understand why we are unabie to get the true facts*berore the 
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public. We can't even get our accomplishnents published, Wr: eis 
are never taking the aggressive but allow lies to ramuin una- Boa 
answered". A new 51 page profile of King was prepared oa the i its 
93rd. On the same day, Sullivan authorized the State Deporcnens Hie 
to brief the USIA security officer about King. The security — aR 
officer then requested supporting data so that he could issue re 
i\USTA. fear sponsering King on a. trip through Euror2, SErho8 ae Bas. 
che Near East.. Belmout approved disseminating the inforaacivns 4) at 
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(2 | 
On November 27, 1964, Roy Wilkins requested and was f 
_g¥anted a meeting with DeLoach after Hoover had given a speech, 
at Loyola University’ in Chicago in which he xeferred to cae 
degenerates" in civil rights groups. According to @ ee 
| prepared by DeLoach of the meeting, Wilkins asked that oie = 
not rain King because thac would ruin the civil rignts moverens. 
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_his organization behind "our’ backs, must be dropped. 


.Heover covered many subjects, including 


‘because of color. 


UNCLASSIFIED 


The memo states that Wilkins said he would try to get King to 
— DeLoach wrote that he chastized Wilkins for his 

bout Heov jer and the FBI. He said he warned Wilkins that if 
Kine wanted a war with the FBI, they had the ammunition 
win. Wilkins was reported as saying he knew King 
had sympathies toward the communist movement. Hoover. sent a 
letter to President Johnson about the meeting. @) 





on November 36, permission was given to the Legat in London 


to. brief U.S. Anbassadors in Sweden and Denmark about King. On 
the same day King asked @)@C)to discuss his five mirute earner 
tance speech with .. .¢b)C@7)(O.+- ++ +++ He also said he wa 
going to ask Andy Young and Harry. Wachtel | to MELE: a5 sincte 
speech. each(u) 


Andrew Young called DeLoach cn December 1, 1964 and re- 
quested a meeting between King and the Director, Young said 
‘that King wanted to talk about the future and not the past. 
‘DeLoach said he told Young that the "...crusade of Gcfomation 
against Mr, Hoover and the FBI... [the] campaign of slender and 
defamation against the Director and the FBI..." by King and. 
eocver | 
and King met itu Hoover's office-on December 1, Deloach sat in 
on the meeting and wrote 6 10 page maémo to Mohr about the meer-~ 
ing. One and one half pages covered what King said: the rest 
Covers whut Hucver said. This way actualiy represent the rels- 
tive amounts of conversation. King was overheard ¢ (ev = tap} 
talking to a reporter end to Harry Wachtel anc he tok ¢ trex 


that he had spoken for. 19 minutes. and Hoover had srcken for.45-° — 


50 minutes. During the meeting King said he could never be 2 
communist and he referred to his removal of .+-CbGDCO---- 


Klan, upgrading of local volice,, psychoneurotic. tendencies of. 


Gov. Wallace, assignment of northern agents to the South, scme 
‘cases, Seima, that Aubrey Lewis (a black man) was an agent, 


that there were i0 or 1] indian agents and "Mexican-biccded" 
agents, and that the Bureau couldn't lower its standards just 
He gave King some advice: register Negrocs 
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and educate Negores in certain skills. Hoover said he was in 
favor of equality in schoo!s and restaurants bur against busing. 
He mentioned a shoeshine boy in Florida whom he knew who was a 
doctor. He told King to advise him of any bias or prejudice 

by an agent. He told King that agents investigate and do not 
provide protection. He cone luded = er about hew good 
agents were with guns {v Ww 


On the same day DeLoach met with James Farmer at Farmer's 
request. It was similar to DeLoach's meeting with Wilkins. (ir) 


Hoover nenotialieed a call he had from Rateeahach who | 
. had inquired about the meeting with King. He told Katzenbach 
that King was a persuasive speaker. Katzenbach-answered by -- 
saying that's ali he could say about King. Hoover*told Katzenbach 
that King and Abernathy praised the Bureau and that he CBeGver) : 
. had "taken the ball away from King" at the beginning of the meet 
.. . ing. Hoover sent a letter to resident Johnson gee described 
| the meeting as most asians. (o sa st oN I 


On the same day, Joseph Sizoo of the FBI*sent Sullivan 
_ 7& meno suggesting that selected Negro leaders core to the FRI 
‘-on the pretext of learning the facts about what’ the FEI was |” 
doing shar the Civil Rights statutes. Ther then would be 
told of King’ s background in an effort to have him reroved. | 
The White House would not be advised. The susycstion appears 
to be a Follow-up to DeLcach's meeting with Wilkins in late 


‘ 


. .....November, The ide (0 apparently aid not get ee Suliivan and Lee 


was not executed, 
‘On December 2. 1964, the ‘Bureat observed press reaétion 

to -the meeting. A columist. who took Hoover's side was sent a 

“letter of appreciation; a TV commentator who said King had 

"turned the other cheek" by seeking the meeting was sent nothing. 

On the third, the Bureau was advised by a police officer who 

was asssenec to protect King in Sa that King had told 
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him he had no controversy with Hoover: that he did not want to 


'ment officials if it was in the interest of internal security. 


“with a request that Moyers advise whether it should be disseni- — 


t 


ma. 


Fifth Circuit. Xing said he wovld back whomever Greenberg 4 fe 





become involved in any controversy with Hoover; thet he would 


be a "fool" to become so involved; and that he would, therefore, v 
avoid press conferen ces {U) 
ae * com 
-On December 4, 1964 Wachtel told King that Nelson Ua 


Rockefellez might contribute $250,00 to King and that Rockefeller |. #4," 
-had invited King to lunch. On December 11, Headquarters sent ii, 
material to Albany for former SAC Cornelius to brief Rockefeller a 
about King's background. This action revealed that the Bureau eae 
had not changed its attitude about King as a result of King's 
oe Hoover. (1 . 


‘Also on December 4, 1964, ‘Moyers ealied DeLoach and 


said that he and the President felt that an updated 13 page 
mono graph on King should be disseminated to appropriate govern- 


It had been sent to the White House about two weeks previous ly 





nated. it was sent to Justice, State and Defense Deparcments, 
CIA, USIA, and military intelligence cfficers on.December 7. © 
, On Decenber 10, after Hoover approved it,. DeLoach briefed tye 
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membezs-of the Baptist World Alliance about King's baekeroue, Pn bee ard 
in an effort to forestall on invitation fox King to speck ¢ eae Ste ae. 

he group. DeLeach had given a similar vieties six onthe | ae 
earlic ex tc the Asscciate General Sacretary of the Alliance. | pape 
Hoover had disapproved a proposai to permit the Associate 


. General Secretary, and. another £a. Lister to tapes ox King (. uw) 


~ 
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| On December 10,. 1964 Wachtel. oaeteee Kirig ‘phat Attomey 
General Katzenbach had called Jack Greenberg of the NAACP © 
Legal Defense Fund to discuss "clearing" some one fur the 


wanted. Woover wrote on the memo: "This is shocking". The , ee 


information was forwarded to the White House and the Acting 
Attormey Geperal.(u) 
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Also on December 1C, after some internal discussion over 
wnether the Willard tapes should be completely transeribed, 
DeLoach said: "I fully agree that this work should eventually 
be done, particularly if an additional controversy arises with 
King. I see no necessity, however, in this work being done 
at the present time inasmuch as the controversy has quieted 
down considerably and we are not in need of transcriptions 
.yight now. ...hold off... until there is an actual need", 

Hoover wrote: "I think it should be done while it is fresh .— 
in the minds of the specially trained agents. "lH". It was done. (6. ) 


On Deceinber fourteen, Bawnbardner characterized a pro- 
posal by SCLC to put pressure on white businesses to support 
a homecoming for King's return from Norway as: "Sad commentary 
on tactics..."" On the same day Headquarters was provided with 
a listing of checks drawn on King's New York account and the 
- SAC in New York was instructed to uncover.any possible paramour 
' of King’s on Long Island. Also on the 14th Sullivan vroposed — 
to Belmont that letters be sent to the White House and the 
Acting Attorney General in response to an editorial critical 
_ of Hoover and to a proposal by SCEF to send ietters critical 
of Hoover to the White House. Sullivan characterized the SCEF 
‘proposal in terms of a conflict with King:7 foo 


' 
' 
' 


It is evident from the enciosed... 
that it will be given widespread dissem- 
inetion. This just hichlights what to 
me ts an indispucable fact and that is 
... this Bureau has not yet emerged vic- ~__ See Sey 
“+ - “terfous in its conflict with Martin ae EA 
- [Luther King.. I think we are deluding, 


his followers and supporters around the | ; . 
country have run for cover and are not © - 2: «.. 
attacking the F3I in one way or another. Se ee rl 
In view of this situation, realism makes | 
it mandatory that we take every prudent 

step that we can take to emerge com- — 
-pletely victorious in this conflict. 
“We should not take any ineffective or 

halfway measures, nor blind ourselves 

to the realities of the situation./“,) 
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On December seventeen, Hoover sent a letter to Moyers 


Lima, Meee ES SMO OMS OVO SF SOD 6 BOCS DS SOC SO COONS SOO VARA SS See 
gee eesessessessesseseessescsecessees(D) (7) (Cheese Apparently - 

a Gules ea ee ee eB Cea wae ean cates War en ae open ee oa eo ae 
_ Sse r vee serene epeeeesseoseaenrerseeeseeeseseseeeeneeseeeesesseesee 


rr 
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King was sent to es irector of ‘the National Science Foundation 
in an effort to stop them from using SCLC as a recruiter of 
black applicants for southern schools in their scholarship 
program. 0 bus 


On December 21, 1964, NSF's Director  Lelatd’ ¥ taworth, 
was sent more information about King's personal Life by Hoover. 
f ocveceQb)C7)(C) «+s orcr-eressosssstesezesesapeasenesngnens ts 
cosecsevecss] On tne twenty-first, Katzenbach was advised by 
‘Hoover ex of an incident which was said ‘to have occurred sev eral | 
years before in Memphis during a Negro Baptist.Convention. = = |; 
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On Decerber 29, 1964, He adquat “ters was advi sed by Atlente i 
of tue conversations involving Coretia King, one with nga a 
secretary and one with Andrew Young. They di iscussed King's irk? Rs 
mental state, his rambling conversations in New York, an attempted - Pa 
tight with Abernathy in London and the Hoover oT They ro DP sehare! 
discussed how King might be relieved of some pressures. The mes ai 
transmission from Atlanta noted: "The above i eecaittan is. veing © Hy eae 
furnished for the Bureau's information to saqnasnt che Bureau 
Low shaken Dr. King has become as a result of recent events. 
‘and as a further indication of an area where he may he vulnerable 
1 to further pressures" p. bvwccveeecvceessees + 04K) IPE) sesecence 
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' Cn January 5, 1965, Atianta advised Headquarters that 
King was becoming more and more upset, that he blamed the FBI 








and felt his phone was tapped. On the same day a report was ea 
made on the previously ordered review of King's writings and Iai 
books in an effort to detect possible communist influence, | 
The conclusion was that there were certain paraileis but no 
casual link. On January 6, New York was directed to dis- 
creetly cover King in New York by physical and electronic 
surveillance because he might meet a woman there. ‘The memo 
dndicated, “securicy is paramount". Also on the sixth the 
SAC in Atlanta called the Bureau and reported that the wire- 
taps indicated thai: King was very nervous and upset and was 
not sléeping well. He believed the Burcau had his*phone ~ | 
'tapped,. King said a tape and letter which referred to.the. yf 
| a  MECRCED aa es we a Te se Se Boies had been. [/Iiwi 






-*® | gent to his home and his wife had read the letter. King 
} satd: "They are out to break me".: "The SAC knew nothing of 
the tape. King said in a tapped conversation that he needed 
to talk with Hoover or nena | =o A 
eae . The so-called-G@)@(Q--.+ had actually been mailed in 
a ~ Late Nevember 1964 by Lish Whitson, a former agent who flew _ 
| to Florida at Sullivan's instructions. Sulliven had previously 
told[. . . (&X7)C)...+-J to keep the micrephene tapes tomothor, 
Riliics was told to give some of the tapes to Joha Matter of 
cha. lc... Be now. thinks, hea . .« . 2 CORDED ses 8 8 
coe ew « « ee When Matter returned: the tapas, thers was - 
‘composite added, Sullivan. had [HeK7 CC) J get him non-watermarked 
4 stationery. Sullivan took the tapes and the stationery and 
later gave [(b)(7))] a package to deliver to Whitson. The tape 
was accompanied by a-letter advising King that "°°" * *°?* ° 
Fe ee 6 ee 4 CREMCED et cw ee ow ew . 
Apparently King did not listen to the tape until he returned 
vom Qslo. Ilis wife is supposed to have listened to it also.(y 
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on January 6, 1965, Atlanta advised Headquarters and 
New York that King had been resting ct a house and cnly akor 
two people lnew about ic. While he was sleeping [..(b)(7) (C)..J 
Lire trucks arrived but there was no fire. King believed 
the FEL sent the trucks. He believed that either the FBI or 
the Georgia Bureau of Investigation was tapping his phone. He 


said that Abernathy had received anonymous calls. He talked, 


about the tape that had been mailed and wanted Young and 
Abernathy to see Hoover. ‘they are out to get me, harass me, 
break my spirit." He said that they must go to Hoover as | 
there just wasn't any privacy. "What I do is ony between me 
and ai God. ‘Co) . rg ant Fale. S i 
On January 7, 1965, an internal FBI ‘nemo caman that 
letters be sent to the White House and the Acting Attorney 
General about King's condition. The memo referred to the taps, 
harassmeut and a forthcoming meeting between King and the Direc- 
tor. The letters were sent to the White House and the Acting 
Attorney General on the eighth but they mentioned only King's 


becoming emotionally upset, his use of medication, Le-e-eeeees 7 
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{here was no mention of the taps and DArAseueEE fay 


At ebout thie time, an aide of King's called Cougvessman 
pies and asked for advice about how to deal with Hoover. bDHigys 
Suasested seeing Hscver with ministers and telling him that 
the Bureau's harassment of King was immoral. The Bureau noted 
that Disgs referred to Hoover as “old man" and "Big Daddy", | 


and mentioned the existence of Hoover's files. Hoover wrote: 


"And I thought DeLoach had commitment from Wilkins and Farmer 
that King would cease any further attacks on FBI. Yet King is 
spear heading this present agitation against FBI" Cu ae | 
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January 8, 1965, Young called Sehemet and requested a 

meeting with Hoover or DeLoach. It was set for January 11. 
DeLoach told Mohr that Young would bea toid on the eleventh 
that the Directer was out. He suggested that he andSLeinbauee 

7 meet with Young. Hoover approved. Leinbaush was the origina- 
* ter of the Lorraine Hotel COINTELPRO activity.(u) 









. >, a January a 1965, a report from two NAACP contacts _ dA v 
| in’ Memphis said King " Pe agai 


4 oa 


- - —_ ss « —_ 





SOMO R nema ences eeeress er eeeer esses ese eeeceseneueveseseseel Ff These 
“contacts were bein ng developed as part of an FBL program, "Liaison 
with Groups Sponsoxing Integration". On the same day, Head-~ 
“ querters receiverl a report of checks drawn on King' s New York 
bank in November 1964. Gi) | 2 . 


January 8, 1965, Milton Jones of the FBI gave Del.oach 
an Italian magazine article about King's trip to Europe. ‘The 
article is very racist in tone; the editor of the magazine 
had been a Fascist. It was read by Hoover. Jones forwarded 
the article with a note: "It appears the article... contains 
excellent public source matertal for our contacts in this 
- country whe would be i interested in the true. background cf Mertin 
Tather King. "(a . Sees Sea 


Joseph Sisoo advised Sullivan on January § that he hac 
authorized misurs in King's and Young's hotel rooms in wow York. 
. . On che tenth a three page memorandum wis prepared from the pro- 
| 


. ducts of the microphones. King, and perhaps Young and Bernacu 
Lee, . an SCLC.aide, discuss phone taps and information the poeaae 
had and how DeLoach and Hoover should ke approached. Some men : 
tion was made of Joe Rauh and the Bureau charactorized him as 
being associated with communist causes and as being critical 

.O£ the Bureau. The bugs also recorded King characterizing the 
mailing of the tape as, "God's out to get you", and as a warn~ 
ing from God that King had not been living up to his responsi-~ 
bilities in relation to the role in which history had cast hin, 
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to give a speech but not to enmbarass the Bureau. 
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On January 11, 1965 Delcach sent Mohr an extraordinary 
memo about his (and Leinbauzgh's) meeting with Abernathy and 
Young. DeLoach said Abernathy could not “cope” and that Young 
had to take over the conversation. Both were said to ce un- 
able to bring themselves to talk directly about King's personal eg 
Life but kept alluding to it. DeLoach took obvious delight ee 
in their discomfort. When Young asked what could be done to 
protect SCLC from cormunist infiltration, DeLoach told him to , 
go to HUAC for information because FBI files were confidential. 
Om at least two other points, DeLoach lied to them: he told 
Abernathy that SCLC's funds were of no concern to the FBI; and, 
he said the FBI_had taken no action on rumors regarding King's 
Renters? pau Lite, , ok | 





On January 12, 1965, ]..(7)(C)-... csc ‘discussed « weat- : 
ine exeericaes attended with King and others to talk about | 
Mississippi. Also on the twelfth a proposal was made to attempt 1 
to stop St. Peter's College from giving King an honorary degree. Wt bes 
The idea was scrapped because the FBI didn't know anyone at | vet, age 
St. Peter's well enough. Leeseeecerseeesee(D) (7) (C)eveeeseces 
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On January 19, 1965, Headquarters sent a memo to Denver 
instructing agents to cover King’s actions while in the ares 
Ring nad Been | a 
ee while in Selma and there were news photos of the = A. 
accacit. [svepecseceveeeesesseeesees+(D) (7) (C)eceeeeenneeeees _ 2 

cS ee ee | pee? 21, Headquarters told Atlanta to — 
[..(b) (7) (C)....--], Also on the twenty-first, Sullivan sent 
Belmont a memo of his meeting with Ralph McGill, Publisher of 
the Atlanta Constitution, who had been told by the Bureau about 
King's personal life. McGill said he was concerned and wanted 
to get King out of the Civil Rights movement. He said he had 
been talking with Adlai Stevenson, Bill Meyers, Ralph Bunche 
and Harry Ashmore about it. Hoover sent a letter forwarding 
McGill's views to President Johinson./.) 
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eCampsign. On December 7, 1967 the Bureau slerted various fiald 
* offices and told them te develop ghetto informants, if they 
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On Comsnsy 25, 1965, Atlanta requested a 90 day extension 

of the misur on King's house. Or the twenty-sixth, Sizoo advised|s $= 
Sullivan he had authorized misurs of King for two days at a 
hotel in New York because of the petential for developing intelli 
gerce information. (us 


Selected memoranda between February 1965 and December 
1967 indicated that the Bureau continued its campaign to discre 
dit? and nevtralize King. In February 1965 Atlanta was repri- 
manded — not forwarding information about King quickly enough 


in ha bi the Davenport, Iowa Catholic Inter-racial Council 
from giving King an award. Hoover said no. But in Maxch, Gov. 
Volpe of Massachusetts was briefed by the FBI about King's back- 
ground in an effort to tone down "Martin Luthe r ‘Kitg per (d 


~ 


F. Early 1967-1968 me ) Shen Palla? seer 4 


The primary concerns of the Bureau relating to Dr. King 
at this time were his anti-Viet Nam statements and his planned 
Washington Spring Project which later became the Poor People's 


had mone, and to report weekly on plans for the Profcct. Ca | 
December 20, 1957 an updated menograph of King was prepared. 


a7 


i It also referred to King ‘> statements 
about Viet Nam and the Spring Pendent Gat atin Te OMB 4] 
‘| 
In December 1967, King was exenartag a taped series of 
lectures for Canadian radio. The Director instructed the Legat > 
in Ottawa to determine who made the arrangements, including | 
financing, for the series. The justification was to find the 
source of funds to finance a "new program... of massive civil 
Gisobedience demonstrations which may result in riots". The | 
Director was referring to the Spring Project in which King had 
threatened! continuing demonstrations until Congress passes | a 
progrem ot Septaned to help blacks se (uy 
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down a Bureau reauest to tap SCLC. In ae Senator Rohaxt 
Byrd (D-W.Va.) attempted to enlist DeLoach's assistance in pre- 
paring a speech for Byrd to deliver in Congress to help King 
meet his "Waterloo" before the Spring Project. DeLoach refused. 
(Other January memos dealt pene with the Project. | 
| In February 1968, the Bureau learned that King had met 
_ in Washington with H. Ralph Brown and Stokely Carmichael to — | f 
discuss the Project. King was angry that the two might attempt | 
to foment violence. On February 20, 1968, at the request of | 

* the White House, the Bureau interviewed a former basebail player. 
‘The bail player apparently had no respect for King; [......6. |? Sout 
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Hoover approved another updating of King”: s —, | fe att 

at to be completed by March 14, 1968 so that it could be dissemina-: / fans Ne 
Boe ‘ted to government officials before the Spring Project to remind _ cats yt 
-- them of "the wholly disreputable character of King". It was | es ARS sell 






also recommended and approved to advise the White House and the 
Attorney General cf the involvement of.f(b)(7)(G)........4. Jeni ‘i 
“in the Project to show "the communist help King is receivir engin . Sea 
{ahs proposed, Nashington Spring Project". o( ) i 
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On March 20", 1968, Hoover approved ekation os 


‘o'Borle and Bishop “Lord of Washington about the petential for 
oislouce in the Spring Project and asking them to call for non~ 


te oe Wickens. On March 21, the Director sent an "Urgent" teLenype 
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to various field offices reminding them to carry out previous % 
instructions concerning the Project. On March 25, the President ~ [> .. 
‘was advised by the Bureau that Robert Kennedy (D-N.Y.) had 


attempted to contact King before he announced for the Presidency. 
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‘support or striking senitati en workers. The march turned 
violent and King was taken by his aides and the police from the 
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into the strike in Memphis... and the Ir | hI 
| nonviolence was ER: Looting and v/v at ee teed 
riot. (ai an. AMY ee 
Previously, King involved himself se Rate 
in this strike, called for a general 7, fe at! 
strike, and called for a mass march. 4 gid 
| ‘Today he led the mass march in an - | | RR 
Uae. -. . *: automobile at the head of the line. | fey nd 
aie te OA Negroes began shouting 'black power' Phas cope 
} pet eae e: Ba and trouble began. King, apparently ~*~ "BS b's HR 2 
af | -  . wmable or unwilling to control the | ie oe ae 
t oy _ marchers, absented himself from the Bie foot be pies pay 
Se aah So hs ce “", ,\scene; window breaking and es pee a Le rao oe 
te i Votes Memphis may ‘only t be ie prelude. sae cone een as TER Re 
eed Had ne civil strife in our Mation’ s ae ee ee f oF 
On March 29 and 30, 1968 King eng ae ies several overheard | ae 
“telephone. donversations and meetings, “ome with (@)0) Ca] to bs 4 Hees 
 Giscuss the Memphis violence. He was extremely dejected and | ea 
_, considered his image and the image of nonviolence to have been » brat? 
_ | adversely affected. The press was critical. At first he con- a ke 
‘| sidered ennonsae Memphis and the Spring Project; he considered ; 
ao x a public fas Aides feared for his safety i= he returned te 
i ai a \Y Memphis. CoN TIEFEroraly urged him to go forward with his plans. 
aw He told Kinp he was not responsible for the violence of | 
ee _ others, Finaliy, after a long meeting in Atlanta with his staff - 


-| and (b)(7)(€) king decided to return to Memphis (L-) 
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| On April 1, 1968, the Bureau advised the White Housé; Lthp ind t/ 
: - but noe Attorney General Claric, of a tapped discussion batyeen | 
(b) (7) (Chad Xing concerning the Presidential race between Johnson, \4777%, 
_ Kennedy and McCarthy. On April 2, Attorney General Clark turned 
down a request to tap SCLC in Atlanta and Washington{t 


| the Bureau directed four Specific COINTELPRO activities 
against King in 19638. Most were clear rly designed to have an 

| @dverse effect on the Spring Project, particularly with res Te 

to fund raising. ‘One, of course, aon rn "s ny tibet yt 

the ae Inn in Menphis.( Be : 

lini Ab pat Ar te lt bolt ng aid i ays curt el. loud ino wit te i 

King was assassinated’ in eee on April 4, 1968\. inipn. Ade BE 

(WOM ]Jcontinved to give advice to Coretta King, Andrew Young 6 47, 

and others, The Bureau continued their campaign against King |: 

by various periodic briefings designed to thwart oe 

| King's oe a nabtona? holiday. G) “ 
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I recommend against reopening the asasatnetion MIvVesti- i 
gation because there is no evidence thet th: Bureau hed any-~ e, aye 
thing ta do with the shooting of Dr, King. While I believe et 1k% « Rb 
chet’ serfous invasions of the privacy of pr. King and many others | 
m OPCurred as a result of the Bureau's activity, I do nct recon- 
mend Chet any action be. taken Sgainst any individual “or the | 
following reasons: (1) 1£ criminal acts occurred, the statute 
oD Limitations has long since expired; (2) no one has filed 3 
-Givil suit agatast the Department or the Bureau, inspite of 
much publicity about the Bureau's activities, so re deeiss 
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